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Dear Year 6 Student,

We look forward to welcoming you to Year 7 at the 
beginning of next year as you embark on your secondary 
journey at Trinity Anglican School (TAS). The next six years 
will be both exciting and challenging. There are many 
opportunities and experiences ahead of you and we want 
to help you to make the most of all that is on offer at TAS.

The first days at any new school or campus can take a little 
getting used to – unfamiliar surroundings, new faces and 
new routines. Our Orientation Program will operate before 
you commence next year to help you meet other students 
and make your introduction to Year 7 at TAS as easy and as 
smooth as possible. 

The staff and students at TAS are welcoming and friendly 
and want to help you become part of the TAS community. 
Just remember to ask if ever you need to know something. 

If you give your very best in all that you do at TAS over the 
next six years, you will enjoy your secondary schooling 
and the results of your hard work. Working together, your 
parents and the school staff will provide all the support for 
you to succeed. Remember, though, we can help but we 
can’t take the journey for you.

Enjoy the remainder of Year 6. I am excited that you are 
going to be part of our TAS graduating class in the years to 
come! 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Paul Sjogren
Principal

Mr Tim Manea
Deputy Principal & Head of Teaching and Learning
E: tmanea@tas.qld.edu.au
Mr Tim Manea’s role goes beyond Deputy Principal and oversees the 
academic community at TAS. He has been an educator for over 30 years and 
has extensive experience in independent schools across the country. Before 
the commencement of his role at TAS, Mr Manea was the Dean of Curriculum 
and Head of English at St Mark’s Anglican Community School in Perth. 

Ms Joanna Baker
Head of White Rock Campus – Secondary 
E: jbaker@tas.qld.edu.au
Joanna oversees the Secondary School Programs and guides students as they 
develop into independent learners and global citizens. She works with the 
Heads of House and pastoral staff to provide responsive support for students 
at different stages of their TAS journey, and ensures that students have 
opportunities to form strong relationships across the school community. 

Mr Mark Swanston 
Year 7 Coordinator & Head of Faculty – Technologies
E: marks@tas.qld.edu.au
Not only is Mr Mark Swanston the Head of the Technologies Faculty, but he is 
also the Year 7 Coordinator. Mr Swanston ensures the smooth transition for all 
our Year 7 students and is available as a point of contact for both parents and 
students throughout Year 7.

Mrs Kirsten O’Shea, Head of House Kennedy
E: kirsteno@tas.qld.edu.au, Room: A Block

Mr Michael Haseldine, Head of House Mulligan
E: michaelh@tas.qld.edu.au, Room: A Block

Mr Doug Telford, Head of House Leichhardt
E: dougt@tas.qld.edu.au, Room: A Block

Mrs Nicole Ezard, Head of House Dalrymple
E: nicolee@tas.qld.edu.au, Room: A Block

MEET OUR TRANSITION TEAM

4 5
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Welcome to TAS!

Year 7 signals your first step into secondary school, an environment to equip you with skills, 
knowledge and friendships that will nurture you and instil in you the TAS core values of integrity, 
compassion, perseverance and curiosity. This is a time of transition where you will move from the 
dependency and consistency of one teacher into a more independent schooling experience. Year 7 
at TAS will build on everything that you learnt in primary school with an individualised approach to 
learning and much more variety than the single-class structure of primary years. 

Over the next year you will experience specific study and leadership opportunities that will help 
you learn, grow, develop strength of character and equip you with skills that will follow you into 
adulthood. 

The purpose of this booklet is to alleviate any anxieties associated with the transition to secondary 
school and provide you with information about what lies ahead.

INTRODUCTION FOR STUDENTS HOW TO PREPARE FOR 
SECONDARY SCHOOL
As students transition from primary school to secondary school (whether they completed primary 
school at TAS or at another school), we encourage all Year 7 students to embrace the opportunities 
and challenges that secondary education brings. For students who may anticipate a rough start to 
their journey or feel overwhelmed with the anticipation of secondary school, there are many things 
you can do to prepare:

•	 ATTEND ALL TRANSITION EVENTS  
TAS will host information and orientation events to ease the transition into secondary school. In 
addition, once school begins, students are encouraged to join our community groups, including 
TAS Sport Clubs, Enrichment Programs or co-curricular clubs that provide an opportunity for 
families to meet like-minded community members. 

•	 UTILISE THE SCHOOL’S RESOURCES 
At TAS, our community is the biggest and most valuable resource, extending from students 
and families to dedicated educators, support staff and alumni. Second to community, our wide 
variety of technology, facilities and other resources mean students have the tools to explore their 
curiosity and exceed potential. 

•	 UNDERSTAND SECONDARY SCHOOL ROUTINE 
Students should become familiar with their personal timetable, know where their classes are 
and also know TAS routines. Students will learn what to expect and how they need to prepare by 
attenting our Orientation Program.

•	 PLAN TRAVEL AND BUS ROUTES, IF NECESSARY 
Students who walk to school or catch public transport should familiarise themselves with how 
long it takes to get to school, the route, as well as safety requirements, i.e. is adult supervision 
needed. Alternatively, students utilising TAS transport options should know their drop off and 
pick up locations.

•	 TALK ABOUT FEELINGS 
Students are always encouraged to voice concerns to parents or teachers who can help alleviate 
feelings of anxiety or stress. Try not to dwell on negative thoughts and focus on the things that 
excite you and your family about stepping into secondary studies. 

•	 BE CURIOUS  
Year 7 students will be given the opportunity to explore a variety of different subjects, such as 
science, technology, engineering, mathematics, english, humanities and arts. It is important to 
participate in all units and explore your curiosity both within and outside of the classroom. 

 

6
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EXPECTATIONS
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

As a representative of the school, students are asked to align their actions with our core 
values by maintaining integrity, compassion, perseverance and curiosity. Additionally, 
students are expected to abide by the following social practices:

• Respect your teachers and follow instructions or directions from all TAS staff members

• Respect your peers, their opinions and their right to learn

• Understand the TAS courtesy policy by using good manners and appropriate 

language

• Care for school property by keeping a litter-free environment, behaving in a safe 

manner and leaving dangerous items at home

• Take responsibility for your actions and learning outcomes by displaying commitment

• Be punctual and prepared for your lessons.

PARENT EXPECTATIONS

Children learn best when parents and teachers work together. At TAS, parents are actively 
encouraged to become involved in their child’s education.

ENCOURAGEMENT Take an interest in your child’s school, classes, their goals 
and learning outcomes, and encourage efforts and 
curiosity.

INFORMATION 
SHARING

Access ‘Parent Lounge’ regularly and maintain knowledge 
of your childs progression. Monitor your child’s assessment 
and teacher feedback and share relevant information 
about your child to aid their education.

PARTICIPATION From time to time you may be asked to assist at school 
activities like tuck shop, interhouse or interschool events, 
fundraisers or similar. By joining the TAS community and 
participating where possible is a great opportunity to meet 
like-minded families.

SUPPORTIVE 
ENVIRONMENT

Respect professional decisions made by teachers and 
education professionals. Continue learning at home 
by providing a space where your child can focus on 
homework and assignments. Attend award ceremonies 
and special assemblies that celebrate the school or your 
child’s achievements. 

8 9
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LEARNING WITHIN THE CLASSROOM

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

APPLICATION

DIAGNOSTICS

ACADEMIC PILLARS

EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT

SUPPORT

Our interdisciplinary approach to teaching 
and learning provides an overarching 
focus, ensuring that students can make the 
connections across curriculum areas and thrive 
in a rich learning environment. Students are 
regularly given the opportunity to apply the 
skills and knowledge to solving real-world 
problems.

• Award-winning STEM Program 
A focus upon the core areas of Science, 
Technologies, Engineering and Mathematics, 
reinforced through support and Extension 
Programs.

• Global Citizens 
Cultural education through English, Languages 
and Humanities, reinforced through Extension 
Programs and opportunities for global experiences 
through membership of the Round Square.

• Creativity and Arts 
Visual Arts, Performing Arts and Music Programs.

• Progressive Assessment - Ongoing feedback 
is provided to parents and students regarding 
both formative and summative assessment 
using the research of Professor John Hattie as 
the guiding principle.

• PAT (Progressive Achievement Tests) - A 
series of diagnostics, held twice a year, provide 
objective, norm-referenced information to 
teachers about their students’ skills in and 
understanding of mathematics, science and 
english.

Support for students and teachers is available in many forms, 
including: 

• Careers & Pathway Program - Students have the opportunity 
to explore career options and pathways through university 
partnerships, Work Experience Programs and support of the 
school careers team.

• Pastoral Care Program - At the core of our school is the 
wellbeing and health of students. This is prioritised through our 
Pastoral Care Program. 

• Teachers as Learning Leaders (TALL) - Our culture of learning 
doesn’t stop with the students. Our teachers participate in a 
research-based approach to professional development through 
our TALL Program.

Underpinning our academic pillars are Foundational 
Education Programs providing the groundwork for all 
teaching and learning at TAS. These include:

• Tutoring and Assistance Program (TAP) 
A tutoring service provided by teaching staff and 
student leaders available for all students across all 
learning areas.

• Write That Essay 
A whole-school focus upon developing literacy 
capability in students across all subject areas.

10 11
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LEARNING WITHIN THE CLASSROOM
YEAR 7 CURRICULM

As students transition from primary school to secondary school, we encourage them to embrace the 
opportunities that a TAS education can offer. With a focus upon academic pursuits, such as STEM, 
English, Humanities and the Arts, TAS students are inspired to be curious about the world in which 
they live. 

As a new member of the secondary school, you are encouraged to be inquisitive, life-long learners 
who constantly ask questions. At TAS, we provide opportunities for collaboration, creativity and critical 
thinking through an interdisciplinary approach to education. Students are encouraged to make 
connections across curriculum areas, guided by passionate, committed and caring teachers who 
create these cross-curricular paths for students whose futures are as global citizens. 

CORE AND COMPLEMENTARY STUDIES

The curriculum for Year 7 students is organised into a vigorous and engaging course of Core Studies, 
combined with a range of Complementary Studies. An example of a typical course of study for a Year 
7 student is outlined in the table below:

LEARNING AREA COURSE TIME

• English

• Mathematics

• Science

• Health & Physical Education/Pastoral Care

• Humanities, including History, Geography, 

Business & Economics & Citizenship

Core Full Year

• The Arts, including Music, Drama, Visual Arts

• Technologies, including Design, Digital and Food 

Technology

• Languages

Complementary One 

Semester

HOMEWORK AND STUDY

Homework will help students by complementing and reinforcing classroom learning, fostering 
good habits of self-directed learning, self-discipline and concentration. As study provides an 
opportunity for students to be responsible for their own learning. Students should revise each day’s 
work as well as completing set homework. As a general guideline, homework will range from 30 to 
60 minutes a day in Year 7, including study and work for assignments. 

REPORTING

In 2020, TAS has transitioned to a new reporting process that places a greater emphasis on rich and 
effective feedback. These processes align with the changes that have occurred in secondary studies 
as part of the new Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) system. 

Academic reports are delivered at the conclusion of every term for students in Years 7 to 10. In 
Terms 1 and 3, parents and students receive an interim report which outlines achievement levels 
and an overall effort rating. 

12 13
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LEARNING THROUGH EXPERIENCE
CO-CURRICULAR
TAS provides extensive opportunities for secondary students to engage with their 
peers, broaden their perspectives and contribute to a vibrant community through 
co-curricular and enrichment activities. Year 7 students can choose from an 
extensive list of options:

• ACADEMIC EXTENSION
• CHESS COACHING AND INTERSCHOOL CHESS TOURNAMENTS
• CODING, WEB DESIGN, ROBOTICS AND DRONES
• CRAFT AND ARTS
• WELLBEING AND HEALTH
• AQUATICS CENTRE
• TAS SWIMMING CLUB
• TAS SPORT CLUBS
• ENSEMBLES
• CHOIRS
• SERVICE PROGRAMS
• DEBATING
• ESPORTS
• GYM
• MUSIC LESSONS
• WRITERS’ WORKSHOPS
• ARTS ENRICHMENTS and so much more! 

At their foundation, Extension and Co-Curricular Programs allow students to develop 
essential skills and explore their curiosity across a number of learning environments. 

14 15
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SPORT

Year 7 students have many opportunities to participate in a wide array of 
sports throughout the year. Outside of the school curriculm, children at all 
skill levels, from Year 7 to Year 12, are encouraged to pursue the sport of their 
choice by joining a TAS Sport Club. Options include TAS Football (Soccer), TAS 
Rugby, TAS Netball, TAS Hockey, TAS Triathlon and TAS Swimming. 

Additional sporting opportunities are offered for those who want to explore 
Athletics, Cross-Country, Volleyball, Basketball, Touch Football, AFL, Tennis 
and Sailing, as well as Interschool and Interhouse competitions. 

AQUATICS

The TAS Aquatic Centre is located at the White Rock Campus and includes a 
fully heated Olympic-standard pool, electronic timing, meeting rooms, kiosk 
and a gym. All of these features make the TAS Aquatic Centre one of the best 
swimming facilities in a regional Australian school. 

TAS Aquatic Centre offers coaching for students up to State and National 
levels of competition. TAS has positioned itself as a school of excellence 
due to outstanding State and National-level performances by the TAS 
Swimming Club. As a result, swimmers and coaches from all over Australia 
are recognising TAS as a leader in aquatic sports.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Outdoor Education is experiential learning where students learn about 
themselves, others and the natural environment. The Outdoor Education 
Program at TAS is compulsory and extends from Year 2 through to Year 12. 

The Year 7 Program builds sequentially and sees students take increasing 
responsibility for their experiences. This includes packing and setting up 
equipment independently, food preparation and cooking, navigation and 
group leadership.  The programs are predominantly journey-based, using 
methods of travel such ascanoeing and hiking. 

Various other outdoor activities are completed, including abseiling, 
mountain-biking, sailing, low and high ropes courses, solo/reflection time, 
environmental exploration, community service, orienteering and group 
problem-solving. 

16 17
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WORLD CHALLENGE

Imagine a school trip that involves boat rides throughout Asia, eating amazing foods and hiking 
till sunset in South America. Or going deep on safari in Africa and pushing yourself outside your 
comfort as you learn about local initiatives that help people and the planet.

World Challenge Expeditions provide the most comprehensive personal and team adventure 
programs currently offered to students in Years 9 and 10 (who will be in Years 10 and 11 when the trip 
takes place in the December of the following year). 

What is unique about World Challenge expeditions is that they are student-led expeditions 
following a program that reflects the World Challenge Ethos: Challenge, Participation and 
Environment. World Challenge provides a unique opportunity to experience diverse cultures and 
allows students to develop a more global perspective on life.

Community projects are a major focus of the expeditions. Teams from World Challenge work on 
over 275 project sites in developing countries each year. The learning process begins long before 
students set foot on a plane as the program has them engaged in planning their team’s itinerary 
and raising funds. The result brings enormous benefits as students learn to take initiative, plan 
projects and manage budgets.

ROUND SQUARE

TAS is a member of Round Square, a worldwide organisation of schools on five continents that 
share goals and commitment beyond academic excellence. The Round Square approach promotes 
six IDEALS of Learning: International Understanding, Democracy, Environmental Awareness, 
Adventure, Leadership and Service.  These are incorporated into the curriculum throughout all 
member schools.

Access to the Round Square network affords member schools the opportunity to arrange local 
and international student and teacher exchanges on a regular basis.  Students also have the 
opportunity to participate in local and international community service projects and conferences.

Tasks tackled through the community service projects include building schools, classrooms and 
community centres; building clean water systems for remote hill tribes or creating and maintaining 
trails in national parks.  Local materials are used, and teams always work with locals ensuring that 
they take ownership of the work once it has been completed.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S INTERNATIONAL AWARD

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award is a leading youth 
development program that empowers young people with personal discovery and growth. It 
presents a non-competitive program of voluntary activities that help increase youth employability, 
creativity and innovation. The Award program focuses on fostering essential life skills in line with our 
school values: Integrity, Compassion, Perseverance and Curiosity. 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award is comprised of three challenging levels: Gold, Silver 
and Bronze. Each level requires students to complete activities that fall within four key pillars; 
Service, Skills, Physical Recreation and Adventurous Journey.

Students are nurtured into quality citizens, helping to improve communities in which they live, 
and make constructive use of leisure time. The award is based on individual achievement, aiding 
participants to develop qualities like self-confidence, perseverance, integrity, and other essential life 
skills. On the whole, the program is fun for students, offering an incomparable sense of adventure.

18 19
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LIFE AT TAS
HOUSE AND TUTOR SYSTEM

The school has developed a system of Houses, which form the basis of Interhouse activities, Pastoral 
Care and administration. All students are allocated to a House (members of the one family are 
always placed together), and Tutor groups are allocated in House groups. 

Tutor groups are led by a tutor, who is in daily contact with students and bears responsibility for 
creating spirit within the group. Tutor groups help students develop a sense of belonging to both 
the school and their house. The four school houses are:

DALRYMPLE HOUSE
Colour: Royal Blue
Symbol: Dolphin
Identity: George Augustus Elphinstone 
Dalrymple for Public service and exploration.

KENNEDY HOUSE
Colour: Green
Symbol: Crocodile
Identity: Edmund Kennedy for exploration, 
determination and courage.

LEICHHARDT HOUSE
Colour: Gold
Symbol: Lion
Identity: Ludwig Leichhardt for natural history, 
exploration and bravery. 

MULLIGAN HOUSE
Colour: Red
Symbol: Mustang
Identity: James Venture Mulligan for curiosity 
and pursuit.

20 21
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PASTORAL CARE PROGRAM

The Pastoral Care Program at TAS provides students with the opportunity 
to think meaningfully about the world in which they live. The TAS Pastoral 
Care Program is built around:

• Wellbeing and TAS Values
• Anglican Studies
• Study Skills

The Program challenges students to reflect carefully on themselves, their 
beliefs and the beliefs of others. Students are provided with a learning 
environment in which they feel safe and confident to express their beliefs, 
whatever those beliefs may be, within the context of the Anglican ethos of 
the school. 

The curriculum recognises Australia as being a multicultural society 
in which many different religious traditions are practices. By helping 
students understand and engage with such diverse traditions, attitudes 
of acceptance, sensitivity and respect may be fostered as well as a sense of 
curiosity about the nature of religion and religious traditions.

The TAS Pastoral Care Program aims to ensure that students:

• Gain knowledge and understanding of Christian and other theistic and 
non-theistic traditions

• Deepen their understanding of others and themselves

• Engage with, and reflect on, fundamental questions of life

• Acknowledge the wonders of creation and appreciate the responsibility 
on us all for the stewardship of God’s creation 

• Develop critical thinking skills, which can be used to challenge, justify 
and clarify statements

• Develop the capacity to listen to the opinions of others and respond in 
a constructive and meaningful way

• Develop an appreciation of the value of stillness, awe and wonder, 
nurture their own sense of spirituality, and discover a sense of faith in 
God

• Pastoral Care includes aspects that are private and personal. Though 
we may establish a faith community in the school, and we may require 
students to be present at times of prayer and worship, to believe, pray 
or worship. By their very nature, these are voluntary activities.
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