
EARLY LEARNING CENTRE 
KINDERGARTEN GUIDE 2021

Trinity Anglican School 
White Rock Campus

Inspiring the curious



2 3

TABLE OF 
CONTENTS

Welcome 5
About the Program 6
Operating Hours 7
Learning Contexts 8
School Integration 8
Learning with Technology 8
Learning in Nature 10
Inquiry-Based Learning 11

The Educators 12
Documentation of Learning 13

Co-Curricular 14
Wellbeing 16
FAQs 18



4 5

WELCOME

Welcome to the Early Learning Centre (ELC) at 
Trinity Anglican School (TAS) White Rock! 

Commencing Kindergarten is an exciting milestone for 
families and children. Our Centre is the first step in your 
child’s educational journey, and we consider it the greatest 
privilege to be able to nurture your curious little learner. Our 
ELC offers a registered Queensland Kindergarten Program 
to children from 3.5 to 5 years old based on the Queensland 
Kindergarten Learning Guidelines. 

White Rock Campus (WRC) is a short 15-minute drive from 
the City, located at the intersection of urban and rural 
Cairns. Children attending the on-campus Kindergarten 
Program in our ELC benefit from the extensive resources 
of the integrated primary school, including expansive 
ovals, outdoor classrooms, indoor multipurpose hall, 
Aquatic Centre with an Olympic-sized swimming pool and 
much more, which allow children to explore vast learning 
opportunities.  

Our team of dedicated, qualified educators view school 
readiness as a holistic objective, and the early years as a 
valuable opportunity to instil a lifelong love of learning. We 
inspire curious learners through hands-on play and inquiry-
based discovery that promotes social, cognitive, physical 
and emotional development. 

Our team sees its role as an extension of family working in 
partnership with parents to ensure children ‘graduate’ as 
confident learners, ready for their transition to Prep with 
the values of our school as tools for success: perseverance, 
integrity, compassion and curiosity.

Kind regards, 
Trinity Anglican School 
White Rock Early Learning Centre

IMPORTANT 
CONTACTS

Mr Paul Sjogren
Principal
E: principal@tas.qld.edu.au

Mr Peter Gazzola
Head of White Rock 
Campus Primary
E: headofwrj@tas.qld.edu.au 

Ms Kim Comport
Nominated Supervisor
E: kindy@tas.qld.edu.au 
P: 4036 8228

LOCATION

Trinity Anglican School
White Rock Campus - Primary
200–212 Progress Road, White Rock

ENROLMENT

Once you are ready to commence the 
enrolment process, please visit 
www.tas.qld.edu.au/enrol and 
complete our online application form. 

For more information, please contact 
our Admissions Team:
E: admissions@tas.qld.edu.au
P: (07) 4036 8111

PRIORITY 
PATHWAYS

In the event that Trinity Anglican 
School Prep operates a waiting list, 
the highest priority will be given to 
children who are already embedded 
within the school community as:

• Families enrolled at Trinity Anglican 
School Early Learning Centre 

• Families with other children 
enrolled within Trinity Anglican 
School

• Children of Trinity Anglican School 
Alumni.

54



6 7

OPERATING 
HOURS
White Rock ELC is open 
7:30 am to 5:30 pm, Monday to 
Friday, 50 weeks a year. 

The Centre is closed on 
Queensland state public 
holidays and for two weeks 
over the Christmas and 
New Year period. Fees are 
applicable for days of absence 
or public holidays that fall on 
your allocated normal Kindy 
days. 

Our service offers two five-day 
fortnight programs with two 
alternative session times. This 
structure provides families 
with more flexibility and 
allows them to make the most 
of their Child Care Subsidy 
(CCS). 

• GROUP A 
Week 1 – Mon, Tues, Wed 
Week 2 – Mon, Tues

• GROUP B 
Week 1 – Thurs, Fri 
Week 2 – Wed, Thurs, Fri

Children do not have to 
attend an entire session, but 
they need to attend during 
our opening hours.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

At White Rock ELC, our curriculum is underpinned 
by the Queensland Kindergarten Learning Guideline 
(QKLG), which is built upon the Early Years Learning 
Framework (EYLF). 

These Australian Government–approved frameworks adopt the 
vision that ‘all children experience learning that is engaging and 
builds success for life’. 

The EYLF dictates five key areas of learning that are essential to 
children’s development and explored during their Kindergarten 
year, including:

• Identity: Children build a strong sense of identity through 
connections. The key focus is on building a sense of security 
and trust, acting with independence and perseverance, and 
building a confident self-identity. 

• Connectedness: Children feel connected to the world around 
them and actively seek to contribute to their world. The key 
focus is on building positive relationships, relating to values of 
the wider world, showing respect for diversity, and showing 
respect for environments.

• Wellbeing: Children have a positive sense of wellbeing, 
including physical and mental health, personal safety and 
successful social functioning. The key focus is on building a 
sense of autonomy, exploring ways to be healthy and safe, and 
promoting wellbeing. 

• Active Learning: Encouraging children to be confident, 
engaged and involved. The key focus is on building positive 
feelings towards learning, showing confidence and 
involvement in learning, and using technologies for learning 
and communication. 

• Communicating: Building fundamental skills for 
communication. The key focus is on exploring and expanding 
development of language, literacy and numeracy in personal 
and meaningful ways. 
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I love that they’re encouraged to speak in front of a group from such an early 
age. She was so thrilled about it.”  – Jager family“
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LEARNING 
CONTEXTS

A big thanks to you, Amanda, Shelly and Millie, for running such a wonderful 
program – I’m still impressed, even after having all three of my children attend 
the kindy.” – Thomas family

“

SCHOOL INTEGRATION
Kindergarten children have access to 
many primary school resources and 
experiences that can ease the transition 
to formal schooling by building a sense of 
belonging and security.  

As they become more confident and 
comfortable, Kindergarten children 
participate in many whole-school events, 
including Father’s/Mother’s Day, Easter, 
Trinity Day, Christmas, sports carnivals, fun 
runs, market stalls, weekly activities and 
more. Children participate in Kindergarten 
to Year 2 Chapel Service and regular 
Perceptual Motor Program lessons. 

Children are invited to the Prep classroom 
for several visits. They even work with Prep 
students towards the end of the year to 
develop a connection with the school and 
the Prep teacher, and to become familiar 
with the classroom. 

LEARNING WITH TECHNOLOGY
Technology is an embedded part of 
the curriculum, but not always as 
you’d expect. As per the Queensland 
Kindergarten Learning Guideline, 
children’s engagement with technology 
includes using a magnifying glass to 
observe something more closely, turning 
a block into a mobile phone and using 
the interactive whiteboard during group 
lessons.

We will often use iPads, computers or 
interactive whiteboards to create visual 
representations and explore topics of 
interest.
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LEARNING 
CONTEXTS
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We’d just like to say ‘Thank you’ to TAS ELC. We’ve really noticed 
a positive difference in our daughter since being here. Her 
confidence has improved, and we’ve seen such a difference in 
her personality as a result of the time and effort invested in our 
daughter by the educators.” – Laufer family

“

LEARNING IN NATURE
Children’s curiosities are provoked when they 
experience natural elements that are new and 
unfamiliar. Children explore many natural resources 
and environments to develop social, emotional and 
cognitive skills through plants, trees, edible gardens, 
sand, rocks, mud, water and other elements from 
nature. 

Our dynamic indoor-outdoor learning space 
promotes stimulation, variety, open-ended 
interactions, spontaneity, risk-taking, discovery and 
connection with nature by exposing children to 
different textures, weights, sounds and smells. 

In addition, natural items are used within the 
classroom for pattern, literacy and numeracy 
activities, as well as providing experiences that 
promote essential motor skills. 

INQUIRY-BASED LEARNING
Inquiry-based learning develops independence, 
giving children the awareness of skills that they 
already use to learn. Inquiry-based learning is 
presented when educators introduce questions 
like, ‘I wonder,’ during learning, or when children 
start to utilise loose parts to create and build 
visual representations of imaginations.

Inquiry-based learning encourages critical 
thinking and creativity, as well as social 
interaction and active information gathering. 
Cognitive development comes into play 
when children use their critical thinking skills, 
problem-solving abilities, abstract thinking and 
exploration of trial and error. 

Questions and curiousity are modelled in all 
aspects of the daily routine through discussions 
with children, show and tell and play-based 
learning. 

I would say it is the best kindy in Cairns... actually, 
Australia!”  – Butler family“



12 13

THE 
EDUCATORS
Our dedicated and experienced Kindergarten 
educators have created a quality program based 
on their professional knowledge about children’s 
strengths, interests, ideas and needs, as well as 
community contexts.

Our Kindergarten program is predominantly led 
by Kindergarten teachers who are responsible for 
integrating the requirements of the EYLF and the 
QKLG into learning contexts. In addition, our classes 
have full-time educators whose roles are to work 
collaboratively with the Kindergarten teacher and 
the children.

PARTNERING WITH FAMILIES
Kindy families are invited to become active 
participants in the development of the program 
their children experience. They are encouraged to 
make suggestions or offer input that educators can 
use to provide authentic and meaningful learning 
experiences. 

DOCUMENTATION 
OF LEARNING

Our Centre honours an open-door 
policy that invites parents to discuss 
their child’s learning progression, 
challenges or worries whenever 
necessary.

PARENT-TEACHER 
INTERVIEWS
Families participate in parent-teacher 
interviews to discuss learning goals. 
In addition, Kindergarten teachers 
liaise with Inclusion Support, outside 
agencies and the Head of Junior 
School for children requiring additional 
support. 

STORY PARK
Kindergarten teachers and educators 
log a story each day on a mobile app 
called ‘Story Park’. Here, parents can 
monitor the progression of their child’s 
learning and understand what their 
child does each day. The stories share a 
summary of observations throughout 
the day and explain ways educators 
plan to extend learning in each area. 

PORTFOLIOS
Our Centre will provide a portfolio for 
each child that contains their unique 
work, progression of learning, goals, 
observations and evaluations from 
Kindergarten educators. Parents 
are encouraged to reflect on their 
child’s portfolio, make comments and 
contribute recommendations. At the 
end of their Kindergarten year, families 
will be sent a copy of the portfolio as a 
record of their child’s development and 
progression. 
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The Kindy is very well organised and established, and knows how to get 
the best with different rotations of resources and new activities all the 
time to keep the kids so interested and engaged. It’s amazing to see the 
kids’ growth over the year.” – Butler family

“
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CO-CURRICULAR
At White Rock ELC, children participate in 
an exciting range of Co-curricular Programs 
during their day, including:

LIBRARY
As part of the Kindergarten Program, children 
participate in weekly visits to the school library, where 
they learn how the library operates, listen to stories 
and have the chance to borrow a book for the week. 

BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays are always a special time for celebration 
at our Centre. Our educators ensure each child gets 
the opportunity to share the excitement of their 
birthday with their friends and teachers. Families are 
encouraged to provide an activity (pass the parcel), 
party bags, birthday cake or similar to share the joy. 

SPORTS
Children turning five within the year are encouraged 
to explore their athletic capabilities by joining entry 
level TAS Sports clubs, including Aquatics, Football, 
Netball and Hockey. 

INCURSIONS AND EXCURSIONS
Each year our Kindergarten children participate in a 
variety of incursions and excursions. Incursions and 
excursions are an extra learning tool to enhance the 
curriculum by allowing children to better grasp and 
retain concepts – learning by doing. They also promote 
engagement levels, build confidence, teamwork and 
create connections. 

These experiences are a great way to get children 
motivated, interested and inspired by experiences 
outside of the classroom. Many of our incursions and 
excursions will encourage your child to participate in 
hands-on experiences that scaffold the learning in our 
program. They will also present real-world experiences 
and allow your child to constructively explore and ask 
questions in a safe, encouraging environment. Visiting 
aged care facilities, connecting with Aboriginal Elders 
on Country or experiencing ‘hands on’ interactions 
with local wildlife are all experiences that can be 
provided at TAS ELC.
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WELLBEING

Good health and wellbeing are essential 
for optimal learning. 

If your child is unwell, please keep them at 
home where they can recover and rest. If your 
child shows any sign of illness in our care, the 
Nominated Supervisor will contact you to 
advise they are not fit to participate in the daily 
activities. 

Children will be asked to practice good personal 
hygiene at our Centre, as modelled by our 
educators. This includes frequent washing of 
hands, covering their mouth while coughing or 
sneezing, and more general hygiene rules. 

It is important that you notify the Centre about 
your child’s medical history and immunisation 
records.

A child’s early years are a critical time for mental 
and physical development, and it’s when many 
lifetime eating habits are created. 

Please provide a piece of fruit for your child’s 
morning tea and other healthy items such 
as cheese, yoghurts, vegetable sticks and 
sandwiches for lunch (we are a no nut school). 
Sugary foods and processed snacks are not 
encouraged, and the school aims to follow a 
litter-free rule for lunches.

HEALTHY EATING

Fruit and Vegetables
e.g. Apples, Bananas, Grapes, 

Watermelon, Oranges

Dairy 
e.g. Yoghurt, Milk, 

Cheese

Water

Labels and Stickers 
So children can identify 

their belongings

Healthy 
Carbohydrates

e.g. Sandwich, Rice 
cakes, Wholegrains

Protein
e.g. Fish, Meat, 

Eggs

Reusable
Lunch Box

Reusable 
Water Bottle

16
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WHAT INFORMATION WILL I RECEIVE FROM THE CENTRE AND HOW OFTEN?

Educators inform parents daily by publishing Program updates on ‘Story 
Park’. This gives parents a chance to observe what their child did during 
the day. In addition, educators post updates on the Programming Board 
in the classroom, which parents can read on drop off and pick up. 

We have an open-door policy. Parents often liaise with educators about 
their child’s day on pick-up. However, parents are free to arrange a 
meeting whenever they need more time with educators, or to have 
something addressed formally. 

HOW DO YOU TEACH LANGUAGE, LITERACY AND NUMERACY?

Literacy, numeracy and language are embedded in the curriculum and expanded upon through 
children’s interests. Children learn through exposure, so we look for patterns and sequences in nature, we 
observe the importance of mark-making as a precursor to writing, and provide resources for children to 
initiate their own investigations to develop literacy, numeracy and language skills. 

IS THERE A BUS SERVICE/PICK-UP OR DROP-OFF SERVICE AVAILABLE?

We do not offer a bus service for children at the Early Learning Centre. Students of TAS can take the TAS 
chartered bus from Year 2. 

PAYMENT PLANS AND GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Child Care Subsidy (CCS) is available to all parents and families with children attending a registered 
Kindergarten Program. Please contact Centrelink for more information or to register your child. 

IS CATERING OR FOOD PROVIDED?

The tuck shop is not available to students in the Early Learning Centre. 

IS THERE A UNIFORM?

TAS is a uniform school, including the ELC. Children will require the following:

• TAS polo shirt
• Green TAS shorts
• Black or brown sandals, worn without socks
• TAS hat

For more information, or to receive a uniform guide, please contact the 
admissions team at admissions@tas.qld.edu.au.

WHO TEACHES THE KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM?

Our dedicated educators are a team of qualified Early Childhood educators, including a Bachelor-
qualified Early Childhood Teacher who delivers the sessional Kindergarten Program.

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS

WHAT DOES THE KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM LOOK LIKE AT A GLANCE?

The Centre follows the Early Years Learning Framework and 
Queensland Kindergarten Learning Guideline, which allows 
children to receive high-quality learning experiences. Intentional 
teaching and child-led learning opportunities are embedded 
within the Program, with Nature as a context to achieve learning 
outcomes.    

WHAT SHOULD I PACK FOR MY CHILD’S DAY AT THE CENTRE?

• Morning Tea
• Lunch 
• Water Bottle
• Spare Clothes
• TAS legionnaire hat
• Sun-safe TAS uniform
• Long-term medications
• Sheets/ blanket for rest time (cot sheets work well)

HOW DO I BEST PREPARE MY CHILD FOR THE TRASITION TO KINDERGARTEN?

Starting Kindergarten can be an exciting but nervous time for families and children. Making a visit to 
the school before your child starts can ease the anxieties of children who have not been in care before. It 
establishes connections within the school and develops relationships with the teachers.

Families can prepare their child at home by setting routines, talking positively about starting 
kindergarten, practising personal hygiene and allowing their child to take small steps towards 
responsibility. 

19

WILL MY CHILD BE ABLE TO SLEEP OR REST AT KINDY?

Yes, all the children are given the opportunity to rest/sleep should they choose to. Within the flow of the 
day, all the children are encouraged to rest their bodies and practise mindfulness with quiet experiences 
provided. We do provide beds, but please provide your own sheets.
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